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APPENDIX A 



Excerpts from the Ministry Review of the New Transmission Line to Pickle Lake Environmental 

Assessment (August 2018) 

Comment ID Comments 

Commenter: Mishkeegogamang First Nation 
Source: Wataynikaneyap Power Environmental Assessment Report for the Phase 1 New Transmission 
Line to Pickle Lake Project: Indigenous Community or Group Comments (August 2018), Table 4 

MISH-05 By opening up a separate geographic area, it would absolutely result in excessive 
hunting and poaching by non-community members. This is an issue because men, 
women, children and elders rely on hunting to put food on the table.  If these areas 
are now opened up for anyone to hunt, it would reduce the ability of the 
community to hunt and put nutritional food on the table. Also it would be 
impossible to police that vast area by the OPP and/or MNR conservation officers 

MISH-07 Another major concern identified by our membership if Watay’s preferred route 
proceeds, especially because of the need for over 80km of new access roads/trails 
as discussed above, would be the troubling if not decimating impacts on our 
Caribou. You need to know that what the Watay EA Consultants have concluded 
regarding Caribou is not accurate. It is the view of our Elders and those who 
continue to live off the land, that a transmission line and parallel access road would 
entirely upset the balance of nature within that area, including within the Far 
North area. That is where there is significant Caribou habitat…Although it is 
accurate to say that there are very few of our members who presently hunt 
Caribou, regardless, the Caribou are there for a significant purpose, both to 
provide the balance in nature and to perpetuate its spiritual importance to our 
people. We therefore fully support the independent findings of the study by the 
Wildlands League, which convincingly concludes the Caribou would be decimated 
if there was a new access corridor constructed from Dinorwic to Pickle Lake. It 
would appear that Watay’s EA consultants have determined this study has no 
significance. We respectfully disagree. 

Commenter: Ojibway Nation of Saugeen 
Source: Wataynikaneyap Power Environmental Assessment Report for the Phase 1 New Transmission 
Line to Pickle Lake Project: Indigenous Community or Group Comments (August 2018), Table 6 

SAUG-06 …In contrast, an access road from Dinorwic to Pickle Lake would provide new
access to previously inaccessible lakes, rivers and habitat, which would attract 
countless poachers, tourists and others who want to access our traditional lands 
for their own interests. We can’t understand why serious consideration would be 
given to a new corridor of approximately 340 kilometers, which would obviously 
increase disturbance, when there is already a corridor in existence, and where as 
a result, even a new access road adjacent to Highway 599 would cause minimal 
disturbance. 

SAUG-08 We also remain extremely disturbed that Watay  EA consultants have not taken 
seriously the adverse impacts to our Caribou that roam through our territory 
along the proposed Dinorwic alignment. It is very unusual that Caribou are found 
along Highway 599, but it is common knowledge amongst our people that the 
Caribou’s habitat is situated in the precise location where Watay’s proposed 
transmission line and access road are to be located.  



Caribou are a Species at Risk and our Caribou continue to have enormous 
spiritual significance to our people and to our ecosystem. It would be tragic to 
proceed with the Dinorwic routing knowing full well there has been the recent 
study by the Wildlands League that cautions against such an initiative. 

Commenter: Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry 
Source: Environmental Assessment Report for the Phase 1 New Transmission Line  to Pickle  Lake 
Project Government Review Team (GRT) Comments on the Final EA Report August 2018), Table 11 

MNRF-COV-11 Consultation  
The EA does not demonstrate that there has been adequate Aboriginal 
consultation to support MNRF permitting and authorizations as it does not fully 
address the details of the project components. It is possible that Aboriginal 
values and rights could be impacted by the project components that are not fully 
discussed within the EA…It is unclear whether the concerns identified and 
brought forward by Mishkeegogamang have been considered, addressed or 
responded to within the EA. 
Furthermore, the EA needs to better reflect consultation and coordination with 
other land users. More information is needed to demonstrate how impacts to 
and feedback from the forest industry, aggregate operators and other 
stakeholders are considered. Additional information is needed with regard to 
how activities will be coordinated with forest industry to minimize project 
impacts. 

MNRF comment 
49551 

Nowhere in the EA and its conclusions is it apparent to the reader what the real 
implications of the proposed transmission corridors will be for caribou. Focusing 
the impacts assessment on the right of way (ROW) and then teased apart into 
habitat category type, seasonality, ranges, collars etc. confuses the reader and 
diverts attention away from documenting the sum impact of the project on 
woodland caribou. 

MNRF-COV-01 Data, Analysis and Conclusions 
In MNRF’s opinion the Final EA does not contain sufficient information to confirm 
that MNRF’s specific jurisdictional mandate, legislative requirements or interests 
have been adequately identified. The information in the Final EA does not 
address areas of MNRF mandate at the appropriate level of detail. The EA 
remains too high level and found to contain discrepancies, thus impacting 
conclusions. 

49440 …Woodland caribou are already demonstrating avoidance of Hwy 599. It is more
acceptable to construct a new permanent linear disturbance that parallels an 
existing permanent linear disturbance (Hwy 599) that is already acting as a 
barrier from an ecological integrity perspective. The risk to woodland caribou is 
low because Hwy 599 is already acting as a barrier. The construction of a new 
permanent linear disturbance adjacent to a permanent linear disturbance that is 
not acting as barrier is potentially a high risk for woodland caribou. This may 
cause or create a barrier to woodland caribou that did not exist previously and 
will impact ecological integrity. 

49434 …OMNRF, Obishikokaang Resources Corporation and Resolute Forest products
met with representatives from Wataynikaneyap in October 2017 at the request 



of MNRF due to the suggested deficiencies in the Sustainable Forest License 
Holder consultations. Obishikokaang Resources Corporation and Resolute Forest 
Products requested information about the caribou disturbance (buffered effect) 
within each range and Forest Management Unit because this has an impact on 
wood supply levels. MNRF…requested this information as well. The final EA does 
not contain this information for the proposed routes. 
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(81)O�bB6L�cd�STUV�H,25)+1�N2C�UêeceU�f�]_FfTegfKQfâ�K2O�]-66-833)�Q8,*0866d�R)>-2386�H6833),�@QNRPA� cDh� ��



APPENDIX E 


























	List of Appendices
	APPENDIX A
	Appendix A- Excerpts of Comments

	APPENDIX B
	Appendix B 2018 02 27 -Email from Watay to WL

	APPENDIX C
	Appendix C - 2016 04 14 - MNR Letter to Eade

	APPENDIX D
	Appendix D - 2016 07 07 - Eade Memo to MNRF

	APPENDIX E
	Appendix E - 2018 07 19 - MNRF Letter to MECP




