
 

 

 

 

   
 

How Governments Are Failing Caribou 

 

From the Episode (in order): 

▪ Government of Canada’s Species Index 

o Government of Canda’s page on Species at Risk population trends / indicators 

o Understanding species at risk listing from WWF 

▪ Ontario’s Endangered Species Act 

▪ List of species at risk in Ontario 

▪ Canadian federal government’s species at risk public registry 

▪ Canada’s Species at Risk Act 

▪ Why we care about boreal caribou 

▪ National Observer article: Ford government exempts logging industry from ESA 

o DSF: Ford government proposes further exemptions to ESA protections 

▪ Sections 61 and 63 of the Federal Species at Risk Act 

o edit: the legal test of section 63 of the Species at Risk Act is to report on whether critical 

habitat is protected or not. Effective comes into the safety net order of section 61. 

▪ Wildlands League’s Progress Report on the State of Boreal Caribou Critical Habitat Protection in 

Canada (2017) 

o Many thanks to Lara Tessaro and Anastasia Lintner, as well as Jacqueline Hebert, whose 

contributions were made possible by the Victor Internship and Osgoode Hall Law 

School. 

More info 

▪ Send a letter to your MP to protect caribou habitat in Ontario 

▪ Read more on this in the amended Boreal Caribou Recovery Strategy (2020): the recovery 

strategy identifies 65% undisturbed habitat in a range as the disturbance management 

threshold, which provides a measurable probability (60%) for a local population to be self-

sustaining. This threshold is considered a minimum threshold because at 65% undisturbed 

habitat there remains a significant risk (40%) that local populations will not be self-sustaining. 

▪ Wildlands League Caribou webpage 

 

https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/canadian-species-index.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-indicators/species-risk-population-trends.html
https://wwf.ca/wildlife/
https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/07e06
https://www.ontario.ca/page/species-risk-ontario
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry.html
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/environmental-enforcement/acts-regulations/about-species-at-risk-act.html
https://wildlandsleague.org/project/caribou/
https://www.nationalobserver.com/2020/11/13/news/doug-ford-permanently-exempt-logging-endangered-species-law
https://davidsuzuki.org/press/ontario-government-proposes-to-further-gut-endangered-species-rules-for-developers/
https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/s-15.3/page-5.html
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/wildlandsleague.org/media/Wildlands-Progress-Report-Final-Oct4.pdf
http://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/wildlandsleague.org/media/Wildlands-Progress-Report-Final-Oct4.pdf
https://wildlandsleague.org/take-action-caribou-3/
https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/species-risk-public-registry/recovery-strategies/woodland-caribou-boreal-2020.html#toc0
https://wildlandsleague.org/project/caribou/

